[Epistaxis caused by an acquired thrombocytopathy].
Epistaxis may be the sole manifestation of a platelet aggregation dysfunction. Bleeding time according to Ivy within normal ranges does not exclude a severe disturbance of primary haemostasis. In two women (aged 53 and 76 yr, respectively) persistent epistaxis could not be stopped by local therapy. The bleeding time according to Ivy was within normal ranges in both cases. In one patient a bleeding disorder was not recognized as laboratory screening tests were normal and her situation became life-threatening. Anamnesis, clinical history and platelet aggregation tests led to the correct diagnosis; in one patient the relation with acetylsalicylic acid treatment was clear. After administration of platelet concentrate the bleeding stopped within a few hours in both cases and did not recur.